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PrAise for Literatures of LiberaLization
“Regenia Gagnier’s Literatures of Liberalization advances a compelling 
new method for global literary studies, tracking processes of ‘transcultur-
ation’ in the movement of literatures and ideas across geographical and 
historical contexts. A major contribution to our understanding of the 
long nineteenth century as well as to the literary history of liberalism and 
neoliberalism.”
—Amanda Anderson, Andrew W. Mellon, Professor of Humanities and 
English, Brown University, USA
“Literatures of Liberalization is a remarkable piece of research, long in 
the thinking, reading and making. Regenia Gagnier’s career interests 
in economics, nineteenth-century literatures and the politics of liberal 
subjectivity, as well as her deep commitment to scholarly collaboration 
across borders of all kinds (linguistic, geopolitical, disciplinary), is the 
perfect grounding for this powerful re-think of the global circulation 
of Victorian writing. Here, in a major methodological reconfiguration, 
Victorian literature itself becomes a complex and powerful actant in the 
cultural co-creation of our globalised modernity.”
—David Amigoni, Professor of Victorian Literature and Pro 
Vice-Chancellor, Keele University, UK
“This stunning transnational study, attentive to the interaction and 
interdependence of world movements, sweeps from 19thC global lib-
eralisms to the re-mediation of modernisms in different world cultures. 
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From the circulation of crucial commodities to desire and sexuality, 
Gagnier shows how the symbiology of the anthropocene affects the most 
intimate aspects of our lives. Dickens, Trollope, Dostoevsky, Herder, 
D. H. Lawrence, Huysmans, Su Tong, Knut Hamsun, Gabriel García 
Márquez, Jiang Rong, are among the writers dazzlingly re-read.”
—Isobel Armstrong FBA, Emeritus Professor of English (Geoffrey 
Tillotson Chair), Birkbeck, University of London, UK
“At once an irreplaceable guide to Victorian writing’s global transits and 
a meditation on liberal thinking and feeling, Gagnier’s book illuminates 
a rich and complex future for the study of nineteenth-century literature. 
Ardent, provocative, and intellectually generous, it confirms the value of 
attending to texts’ transculturations—not only how they change when 
translated but also how they adapt to new cultural environments and 
alter those environments in turn.”
—Douglas Mao, Johns Hopkins University, USA
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